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Liability Disclaimer and Warninglt goes without saying thétshing in streams and rivers is dangeroasd that is
particularly true of the North Branch of the Potomac as a result of the fast water and slick Mmksieed to exercise
caution, particularly in the spring when the water is high, before you fish anywhére absolutely need a wading
staff on the North Branch and, depending on your condition, you may consider wearing a lifeomstof those that
automatically inflate is a good idea.

Even when you take all the precautions, you can still slip and fall on the rocks and sustain semer¥ anjicould
drown. You can get hooks caught in your skin, face, eyes or other sensitive. pldsse area number of bad things
that can happen to you when you go into the woods to visit the places | describe Tieeee are active train tracks,
deep potholes in the water, slick hills covered with scree, cliffs, dirt roads with deep potholes, wild animals and a
of other challengesThe bottom line is that you must make your own judgment in terms of acceptable behavior at
risk and not rely o my opinion What is good for me may be wrong for ydkinally, access points along roads in the
Gtdzi YR ¢F1S¢ IINBlFLA YI& OKFy3dS o6FaSR 2y LINRLISNIe@

Accordinglywe disclaim all liability and responsibilitfor any actions you takeas a result of reading this CatchGuide
If you do not agree with this, you should not read this guide and definitely should not take any of the advice offel
here. Use of this material is at your risk.
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Bloomington z Barnum Lower Catch and Release

Summary Rating

Normal Perspective

Pressure Trout Size
Physical Fitness Bass Size
Access Regulations
Hard to Find Stocking
Scenery Yellow Overall

Aggressive Perspective

Pressure Trout Size
Physical Fitness Bass Size
Access Regulations
Hard to Find Stocking
Scenery Yellow Overall

Special Regulations

Be careful hereThea t dzii | yséttios bedirBagthe entrance oPiney Swamp i and
extends down tdNesternport That sectiorallows a daily / possession creel limit of 5 trout
The section covered in this discussion is UPSTREAMPiray Swamp Ruandfalls into the
Catch and Return portionf the river that begins 4 milearther southjust below the spot
1Yy26y BlieHIKS® a

The regulations restrict yoio artificial lures and flies at this spotThose artificial lures must be
unscented and you cannot apply scéatunscented luresBait is expressly prohibited in this
area See the back of the CatchGuide fof NE f | v RaR af ariiSiall Ihrgsds 0f 20009.
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http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471086,-79.083195&sll=39.471086,-79.083195&sspn=0.016299,0.033131&ie=UTF8&ll=39.471533,-79.083195&spn=0.00815,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Westernport,+MD&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=36.231745,67.851563&ie=UTF8&ll=39.486489,-79.045086&spn=0.032922,0.066261&z=14&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471086,-79.083195&sll=39.471086,-79.083195&sspn=0.016299,0.033131&ie=UTF8&ll=39.471533,-79.083195&spn=0.00815,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.455224,-79.102013&sll=39.455224,-79.102013&sspn=0.004076,0.008283&ie=UTF8&ll=39.455679,-79.102013&spn=0.008151,0.016565&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr
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Getting to the Stream
al LJj dz8 &di @ 2 2 3 fydhinself fo BlGoimington, MD

As you drive south on MD 135 from the bridgen left onto Seldom Seen Roauhd park at the
iron bar gate in the wide spot to the leff the gate There is only room for one or two trucks
here. ¢ KS & LI NJ Ay 3 | NBnlagartriest bukdintgid @rilyta&shord distaicy” R |
from the turn off of MD 135.

i To Savage
Resenvoir

(Rt 135)

To Elk Garden
) (Rt 46)

Walk on the road until you decide to cut over to the streathe roadmoves away from the
river, somake your move before it starts to follow the hhiat loomshigh above the river
unless you want to walk to the bend and begin fishing there

The first time | came here, | was optimistic that Seldom Seen Road wouldvalaele access
all the way into the heart of the catch and release arfayou look at the map, you can see that
it extends deep into the back sectiolVith the gate firmly locked, that hope was destroyed.

LF¥ @2dz 6l yid G2 ¥FAAiaKowPkKe SwamplRiiydu ghBuldgd td thedyak- NS 0
takeout just upstream of the bridg&PS 39%76949;79.068003 and start fishing thereL G Q &

about a mile from that point té&?iney Swamp RurAnother alternative is that you can walk to

the intersection of Seldom Seen Road and the railrokain left and follow the tracks back

down to the river That will be a %2 mile walk, but you wilbve faster than wading up the river.

More CatchGuides Available fromww.CatchGuide.com
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http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471086,-79.083195&sll=39.471086,-79.083195&sspn=0.016299,0.033131&ie=UTF8&ll=39.471533,-79.083195&spn=0.00815,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.476949,-79.068003&sll=39.476949,-79.068003&sspn=0.008149,0.016565&ie=UTF8&ll=39.477049,-79.069376&spn=0.008149,0.016565&t=h&z=16
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471086,-79.083195&sll=39.471086,-79.083195&sspn=0.016299,0.033131&ie=UTF8&ll=39.471533,-79.083195&spn=0.00815,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
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But the real reason to come to this spot is to fish the catch and release se¥mnhave two
options.

Option 1: Be prepared to deal with the
underbrush As you walk past the intersection
of Seldom Seen Roadth the rail bed start
looking for a good place to cut to the river
there is no beaten trail The easiest place is
after passing a fenced area (GBS:473546,
79.08652 that you can see in this picture

Follow the ravine on thevestsideof the fence
through some heavy undergrowth toreerge
at the river bank opposite d?iney $amp
Run

Option 2: Instead of cutting immediately to the river, follow the rail bed to the we3b not
follow the road! The road dips down in the valley and eventually climbs back up the hill to
intersect with the track Unless you want the exess, stay on the tracks and walk west for
another ¥2 mile Hop back onto the road when it rejoins the tracks and follow it down the long
steep hill After a 0.4 mile, it bottoms out in the valley nemsharp bend in the riverFrom this
point (GPS 39.4772399.10189% > A G Q& thrglgh$hee d@nderbiughftolthe water

Visitwww.SwitchFisher.confior more information on places to fish in MD, VA, WV, and PA
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http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.473546,-79.08652&sll=39.455911,-79.102442&sspn=0.007721,0.016565&ie=UTF8&ll=39.474001,-79.086521&spn=0.008149,0.016565&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.473546,-79.08652&sll=39.455911,-79.102442&sspn=0.007721,0.016565&ie=UTF8&ll=39.474001,-79.086521&spn=0.008149,0.016565&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471086,-79.083195&sll=39.471086,-79.083195&sspn=0.016299,0.033131&ie=UTF8&ll=39.471533,-79.083195&spn=0.00815,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471086,-79.083195&sll=39.471086,-79.083195&sspn=0.016299,0.033131&ie=UTF8&ll=39.471533,-79.083195&spn=0.00815,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.477239,-79.101895&sll=39.477239,-79.101895&sspn=0.004074,0.008283&ie=UTF8&ll=39.477678,-79.101884&spn=0.008149,0.016565&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr
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Environment and Fish

J Access the  Bf
river from this

,/} ;1 (" f Q ( [ Start of

/| Catchand
Release

- 7 i SITANATANN
'V§§§‘ 7 :/;j

The primary species of fish here is traubrook, brown, cutthroat and rainbow thrive in the
cold water discharge from the JenninBandolph DamIn fact, troutcan befound many miles
below Westernport because of the reinforcing effect of equally cold water from the Savage
Riverjoiningthe North Branch aBloomington There are no smallmouth bass between
Piedmont and the Jenning®andolph Dam because of the cool water that stays below the 60
degree temperature for required for spawning

The riverstarts outflat and wideat the beginning of the catch and release ar@&auring high

water in the spring, it will flow fast and deppomethingconfirmed by thewater markscarved

onto the high southern bankThere areplenty ofrocks and boulders that break up the water

and provide good holding cover for trauf heavy coat oNorth Branchslimecoats all the

rocks anddemands cautious wadingrhe scenery is typical North Branch except for the early

portion where you can still see and smell the activity down in LukeBdmaimington, which is

whythisS+ Nya | &, Stt2gé F2NJ 6KS aO0OSySNE OF GS32Ne

Thehigh, steep hill on the southern bank tucks the rail bed tight into its |skegreand offers a
high speed, fast track if you want to use it to get upstreadm the northern side, theerrainis
equally as steepfter you pass the fenced are@®nce you get into the water and stditshing
upstream, you will move away from any easy escape roB prepared to hump up a very

More CatchGuides Available fromww.CatchGuide.com
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http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Bloomington,+Maryland&sll=39.665971,-79.404116&sspn=0.030921,0.066261&ie=UTF8&ll=39.480891,-79.068754&spn=0.008148,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Bloomington,+Maryland&sll=39.665971,-79.404116&sspn=0.030921,0.066261&ie=UTF8&ll=39.480891,-79.068754&spn=0.008148,0.016565&z=16&iwloc=addr
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steep hillor move all the way tohte bendfor a gentlerexitL 4§ Q& + mMdp YAt S 41
the bend.

Thesouthernbank shelters a series of good spots that have the most dephie gradient of
the river moves quickly from deep to shallow as you traverse soathto north. The
southernbankis abrupt and tight against th&teep hill while thenorthernbank features the
broad rock farms associated with a shallow b#mkt quickly transition into a steep hill
mirroring the one on the other sideThis continues as you mowveest

The river narrows as it comes out of the upstream bend and the steep cliff face closes out
access from the northern banklhis same structure creates a beautiful ¥2 mile narrow, deep
channel that can easily absorb your total attention for more than an hdiwe best structure in
the channel is next to the northern bakdthere are also large boulders scattered throughout
the stretch that provide targets for your efforts.

To fish this effectively, you need to go deep sink tip or full sinking line &1 advantage here
If you are using spin gear, you should weight your spinners with split shot to get them deep
quicKy. Otherwise, the fast current will whip them downstreamer the top of the fish

As you round the corner, the river returns to tfiat, open character It is not shallow but is
wadeable The next ¥4 mile upstream is fast, rushing water that presses through deepYauis
must pick your course carefully #se water compresses and increases velocity down the
moderate gradient Theboulder strewn bottom is perfect habitat for the wild trout that live
here.

If youwant to move quickly upstream, you can do it here by crosamdjhopping on the wide
path that used to be the railroad track leading to the mining town of Warnocks

On the northern bank, if you do not want to fish the pools at the berahtinue onSeldom

Seen Roadlt breaks into a small open field that is your last easy opportunity to access the
river. Cut across the field and move through any of the openingsai to the river The river
tightens up at this end of the bend before it turns south into the long flat section leading to the
area discussed in the next chapteks a general rule, | recommend you abandon Seldom Seen
Road at the poolat the bend cross the river and use the railroad track leading to Warnock as
your primary trail.

Since this area is at the extreme northern end of mloethern Barnum catch and releaseea, it
is unikely that you will see anyone else herEhe 1.5 mile walk in from Bloomington is easier
than the 2.5 mile walk from the south.

Visit www.SwitchFisher.confior more information on places to fish in MD, VA, WV, and PA
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This is the view upstream frothe option 1
entry pointat the bottom of the ravingust
past the fenced area

The iver is broad and flat with a few
boulders pking up here and there.

The deeper sectiois on the southern shore
You can see from the boulder fiehlthe

right of the picture that the gradient slopes t
the left (southtowards West Virginia

SEN ST RE T I

Looking downstream from theption 1entry
point.

Mud and muck protect much of the northerr
bank in this area

Be careful when you enter the streanYou
can sink up to your knees if you are not
careful when you stepff the bank.

This is the road that leads to the option 2
entry point It takes a long, gentle angle
down the steep slope to the river

More CatchGuides Available fromww.CatchGuide.com
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http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.471732,-79.086403&sll=39.471732,-79.086403&sspn=0.004075,0.008283&ie=UTF8&ll=39.472179,-79.086413&spn=0.008149,0.016565&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr
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With the leaves off the trees, you can see tt
broad sweep of the river upstream.

This is far enough from the normal Barnum
southernaccess point that this section does
not get much pressure.

This picture shows the rock structure at the
upstream start of the long, deep pool sectio
at the bend in the river.

The only way to fish this is to go to the
bottom and cross the river.

The view upstream from the option 2 entry
point at GPS 39.4769499.101541

There are numeroudeep channels spread
across this sectianYou may have to move u
or downstream to find a spot to cross.

The Barnum gage was running at 241 cfs
when | took this picture.

The level spot on the left is the old rail to
Warnocks.

Visitwww.SwitchFisher.confior more information on places to fish in MD, VA, WV, and PA
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http://local.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=39.476949,-79.101541&sll=39.476949,-79.101541&sspn=0.008149,0.016565&ie=UTF8&ll=39.477397,-79.101541&spn=0.008149,0.016565&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr

